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We are very much an export-oriented nation. What is becoming very evident is that there is no way 
you can have a lockdown of a big part of our industry for a sustained period of time. You very 
quickly come into a situation of large unemployment and eventually people on the streets.  
 
We are trying to start a discussion on how to balance the short-term remedies [and the] need to 
control the coronavirus situation and the medium- to long-term harsh effects on the society at large. 
The virus is terrible from a human point of view. But we might have greater problems down the 
road because of people without jobs and companies failing at a massive rate. The large international 
companies of our country—Volvo, Scania, Electrolux, H&M, SKF, etc.—have no demand and they 
have to shut down one business after another. We are trying to start a discussion of the unintended 
consequences and how we deal with it without minimizing the human aspects. The human aspect 
will be at the center and should be at the center. The decision we take now will have an impact for a 
very long time.   
 
We are in a predicament here. We understand that politicians are trying to deal with the human 
aspect. But how do we get the wheels of the economy moving again, to save jobs and ultimately to 
save despair? Should we try to open a little bit more? When is it time for that? 
 
Everyone can see here that the financial bill of trying to support an economy that is coming to a 
complete standstill is too great for even the most powerful states. 
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