




































































The Asian Business Community and the WTO 

Page 32 

WTO Policy-making Bodies: South Korea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

T rade Information
Team

Tel: + 720 0262
Fax: + 720 2655

International Trade
Law Team

Tel: + 720 0472
Fax: + 733 3724

Trade Policy
Planning Division
Tel: + 720 0260
Fax: + 738 2409

M ultilateral Trade
Cooperation Division

Tel: + 720 0901
Fax: + 720 3181

WTO Division
Tel: + 720 2188
Tel: + 739 9142
Fax: + 738 9726

Regional
Cooperation Division

Tel: + 738 4380
Fax: + 733 7588

M ultilateral
Trade Bureau

Tel: + 738 4100

Trade & Investment
Promotion Division

Tel: + 720 0264
Fax: + 720 2328

Asia-Pacific
Trade Division
Tel: + 725 0788
Fax: + 725 0787

North Amer ican
Trade Division
Tel: + 720 2331
Fax: + 725 1737

European Trade
Division

Tel: + 720 4748
Fax: + 725 7353

Emerging M arkets
Division

Tel: + 720 1291
Fax: + 720 2671

Bilateral Trade
Bureau

Tel: + 720 3909

Office of the
M inister for Trade

Tel: + 737 6201
Fax: + 720 1262

M inistry of
Foreign Affairs

87.5%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: South Korea (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$193bnImports of Goods and Services

$206bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 5.6%.,Industry: 41.4%, Services: 53%Sectoral GDP Composition

$16,100/$9,656GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$765bn/$456bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

87.5%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: South Korea (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$193bnImports of Goods and Services

$206bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 5.6%.,Industry: 41.4%, Services: 53%Sectoral GDP Composition

$16,100/$9,656GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$765bn/$456bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

Web Address: www.mofat.go.kr

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity
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WTO Policy-making Bodies: Malaysia
Ministry of Trade and Industry

Bilateral
Trade Division

Tel: + 603 6517144

Trade Support
Division

Tel: + 603 6511090

Multilateral
Trade Division

Tel: + 603 6510777
Fax: + 603 6531475

ASEAN Economic
Cooperation Division
Tel: + 603 6515680

Policy & Research
Division

Tel: + 603 6515596

Deputy Secretary
General (Trade)

Ministry of
Trade and Industri

193%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Malaysia (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$76bnImports of Goods and Services

$96bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 14%.,Industry: 44%, Services: 42%Sectoral GDP Composition

$10,300/$3,848GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$224bn/$89.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

193%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Malaysia (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$76bnImports of Goods and Services

$96bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 14%.,Industry: 44%, Services: 42%Sectoral GDP Composition

$10,300/$3,848GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$224bn/$89.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

Web Address: www.miti.gov.my

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity
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WTO Policy-making Bodies: Indonesia

64%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Indonesia (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$42bnImports of Goods and Services

$56bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 21%.,Industry: 35%, Services: 44%Sectoral GDP Composition

$2,900/$721GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$654bn/$153.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

64%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Indonesia (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$42bnImports of Goods and Services

$56bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 21%.,Industry: 35%, Services: 44%Sectoral GDP Composition

$2,900/$721GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$654bn/$153.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

Web Address: www.dfa-deplu.go.id

Department of Foreign Affairs

Directorate for
Multilateral Economic

Relations

Directorate for
Cooperation Among

Developing Countries

Directorate for
International Trade

Relations

Directorate for
Investment and

Financial Cooperation

Directorate General of
Foreign Economic Affairs

Directorate for
ASEAN Economic

Cooperation

Directorate General of
ASEAN Cooperation

Department of
Foreign Affairs

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity
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WTO Policy-making Bodies: Singapore
Ministry of Trade and Industry

International Business
Development Division

Trade Division
WTO, APEC, ASEAN

APEM, FTA Negotiations

Industry Development
Division

Economics Division

Resource Development
Division

Ministry of
Trade and Industry

548%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Singapore (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$220bnImports of Goods and Services

$286bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: N/A.,Industry: 30%, Services: 70%Sectoral GDP Composition

$26,500/$22,458GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$109.8bn/$92.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

548%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: Singapore (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$220bnImports of Goods and Services

$286bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: N/A.,Industry: 30%, Services: 70%Sectoral GDP Composition

$26,500/$22,458GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$109.8bn/$92.3bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

Web Address: www.mti.gov.sg

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity with Trade Policy Influence

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity with Trade Policy Influence
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WTO Policy-making Bodies: United States
Office of the US Trade Representative

Assistant US
Trade Representative

Asia & the Pacific & APEC Affairs
Ralph Ives

Assistant US
Trade Representative

China, HK, M ongolia & Taiwan
Jeffrey Bader

Assistant US
Trade Representative

Japan
Wendy Cutler

Assistant US
Trade Representative

WTO & Multilateral Affairs
Dorothy Dwoskin

US Trade Representative
Robert B. Zoellick

25.2%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: United States (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$1,438bnImports of Goods and Services

$1,070bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 2%.,Industry: 18%, Services: 80%Sectoral GDP Composition

$36,200/$36,200GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$9,963bn/$9,963bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

25.2%Total Imports/Exports as % of Nom GDP 2000

Key Economic Statistics: United States (2000), Source: World Fact Book, EIU, IMF

$1,438bnImports of Goods and Services

$1,070bnExports of Goods and Services 

Agriculture: 2%.,Industry: 18%, Services: 80%Sectoral GDP Composition

$36,200/$36,200GDP/Capita (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

$9,963bn/$9,963bn GDP (PPP $US/Nom $US 2000)

Web Address: www.ustr.gov

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity

Entity Directly Involved in WTO Policy

International Trade Policy Entity
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Appendix D: Case Study: The Dispute Settlement Body 
Timetable in Practice 

On January 23 1995, Venezuela complained to the Dispute Settlement Body that the 
United States was applying rules that discriminated against gasoline imports, and 
formally requested consultations with the United States.  

The case arose because the United States applied stricter rules on the chemical 
characteristics of imported gasoline than it did for domestically-refined gasoline. 
Venezuela (and later Brazil) said this was unfair because US gasoline did not have to 
meet the same standards – it violated the National Treatment principle and could not 
be justified under exceptions to normal WTO rules for health and environmental 
conservation measures. 

 
Time 

(0 = Start of case) 
Target/actual 

period 
Date Action Taken 

- 5 Years  1990 
US Clean Air Act 
amended 

 - 4 Months  September 1994 
US restricts gasoline 
imports under the Clean 
Air Act 

0 23rd January 1995 

Venezuela complains to 
the WTO Dispute 
Settlement Body, and 
asks for consultation 
with the US 

+ 1 Month 24th February 1995 
Consultations take 
place – Fail 

+ 2 Months 

60 Days 

25 March 1995 
Venezuela asks Dispute 
Settlement Body for a 
Panel 

+ 2 ½ Months 30 Days 10th April 1995 

Dispute Settlement 
Body agrees to appoint 
panel. US does not 
block. 
(Brazil starts complaint, 
requests consultation 
with US.) 
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Time 
(0 = Start of case) 

Target/actual 
period 

Date Action Taken 

+ 3 Months 28th April 1995 

Panel appointed. (31st 
May, panel assigned to 
Brazilian complaint as 
well) 

+ 6 Months 
10-12th July and 13-
15th July 1995 

Panel meets 

+ 11 Months 11th December 1995 
Panel gives interim 
report to US, Venezuela 
and Brazil for comment 

+ 1 Year 

9 Months 

29th January 1996 
Panel circulates final 
report to Dispute 
Settlement Body 

+ 1 Year, 1 Month 21st February 1996 US appeals 

+ 1 Year, 3 Months 
60 Days 

29th April 1996  
Appellate Body submits 
report 

+ 1 Year, 4 Months 30 Days 20th May 1996 
Dispute Settlement 
Body adopts panel and 
appeal reports 

+ 1 year, 10 ½ 
Months 

 3rd December 1996 

US and Venezuela 
agree on what US 
should do 
(implementation period 
is 15 months from May 
20th 1996 

+ 1 Year, 11 ½ 
Months 

 9th of January 1997 

US submits first monthly 
report to Dispute 
Settlement Body on 
status of 
implementation 

+ 2 Years, 7 Months  19-20th August 1997 

US signs new regulation 
(19th May). End of 
agreed implementation 
period (20th May). 

Source: The World Trading Organization, http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/disp3_e.htm 
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Asia Business Council 

Headquartered in Hong Kong, the Asia Business Council is a consortium of business 
leaders with operations in Asia who are deeply vested in the continued economic 
development and competitiveness of the region. The Council is committed to the 
short–, medium– and long-term viability of Asia as a critical player within the global 
marketplace. The Council’s mission is as follows: 

z To foster dialogue and understanding among Asian business leaders. 

z To improve the efficacy of the private sector in promoting continued economic 
growth and development in the region.  

z When there is consensus, to be a collective voice to influence other corporations, 
governments, multilateral organizations and members of civil society. 

About the Authors 

Daniel H. Rosen is currently Director of Research for Pacific Solutions Group, LLC, 
a Beijing and Shanghai based Investment Bank advising private sector Chinese firms. 
Previously, he served as Senior Advisor for International Economic Affairs at the 
White House National Economic Council. From 1993 to 1999 he was Research 
Fellow at the Institute for International Economics in Washington, DC, where his 
books Behind the Open Door: Foreign Enterprises in the Chinese Marketplace and 
The New Economy and APEC were published in 1999 and 2002 respectively. He is 
an Adjunct Professor at Columbia University Graduate Schools of International and 
Public Affairs, and continues to write and speak widely about economic 
developments in and related to Greater China. 
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worked extensively in European and international trade politics and specializes in 
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